
SYMBIOSIS Festival
26 July - 26 August 2016

An international arts festival in Lesvos, Greece, aiming to showcase the rich culture of the region, and 
promote intercultural exchange and dialogue. A warm and open-arms “welcome” to people from all over the 
world to explore the local community, the places and characteristics of the region, to pursue cross-cultural 

collaborations, to observe closely the reality of the crisis and to contribute to the creation of a colorful 
collage of arts from the whole world, while creating the grounds to discuss one of the century’s worst 

humanitarian crises. 



Locations

Mytilene is one of the most culturally enlightened 
cities in Greece. The city is spread from a large harbour 
up into the hills and is crowned by an enormous castle. 

Eresos is a traditional Greek village with a laidback, 
friendly atmosphere and an alternative outlook. 
Celebrated as one of the most unspoiled, beautiful 
beach towns in the Aegean, Eresos is also one of the 
most counter-cultural places in the Mediterranean, and 
the birthplace of the poet Sappho.

Molivos is one of the most beautiful villages in Lesvos 
and just 5km from the coast of Turkey. The village is 
situated on a small mountain, topped by the Castle of 
Mithymna. The village is a labyrinth of winding lanes 
and stone houses which surround the castle and follow 
the coast to one of the most scenic harbours in Greece.

Mytilene harbour

Eresos beach

Molyvos

Sappho statue by Romios, Eresos



• Celebrate multiculturalism: highlight cultural similarities, celebrate 

differences, build bridges through community cohesion

• Introduce international audiences to Lesvos: reintroducing one of 

the Mediterranean's architecturally, naturally and culturally rich 

islands

• Create a link between the local community of the island, the visitors, 

the volunteers and the refugees

• Introduce new models of sustainable tourism in Lesvos while it is on 

the frontlines of the refugee crisis, and into the future

• Give locals, refugees and international participants the chance to 

demonstrate their talents and feel part of a safe, non-judgmental, 

welcoming community

Festival aims



Over the past year, Lesvos has become a meeting point for many 
cultures. Refugees have streamed in from the East, (and) 
volunteers flew in from all over the world. 

Locals, putting their own struggles aside, welcomed refugees 
with open arms, and focused their energy on relief efforts. 
Pensioners were seen knitting warm clothes for Syrian children, 
while young people jumped in the waters to rescue refugees 
from sinking boats. Locals showed the world that humanity is 
the way of bringing better days to Europe, but they should not 
pay a high price for standing for their values. SYMBIOSIS, among 
other things, is a chance to thank them for their altruistic stance. 

This year is unpredictable - the only thing we can expect is 
change, but refugees will continue to arrive and the local 
tourism industry has to adapt and grow to accommodate this 
new reality. As more people converge towards the island, Lesvos 
is opening itself up, this time not by chance but with a clear 
intention, it is saying “Welcome” to the whole world.

Context



Festival activities
Concerts We are inviting musicians and bands from all over the Mediterranean 

and beyond. Concerts will take place in all three locations, depending 
on the style and the genre. Celebration of the world’s different music 
styles lies at the core of the SYMBIOSIS festival.

Workshops Art facilitators from all over the world are going to deliver a variety of 
creative workshops which will create the necessary grounds to meet, 
discuss and reflect on the cultures of the people involved.

Hope Bus The ‘Hope Bus’ will be a mobile theatre stage and cultural activism 
medium, aiming to support those in need, and create a platform for 
communication, (cultural) exchange and dialogue on stressing social 
issues.

Screenings Open-air screenings of a selection of films and documentaries around 
the arts, social and humanitarian issues

Panel Talks Inviting speakers from all over the world to discuss a variety of issues 
with focus on the refugee crisis and its implications, multiculturalism, 
social innovation and how to deal with rapid political and economical 
changes.

Adventures Excursions around the island: guided hikes, boat tours, bike trips

Market stalls Independent vendors, local producers 

Food 
Festival

Mediterranean & Middle-Eastern food 



• Return flight tickets

• Accommodation

• Activities on the island 

• A unique chance to explore one of Greece’s most 
beautiful islands - to meet the locals, to meet 
internationals, to contribute to the creation of a 
colorful collage of music and arts from all around the 
world! 

What we offer



● We ask you to accept our warm invitation to welcome you to a big 
celebration of multiculturalism, and a unique opportunity to 
blend with people from different corners of the world. We are 
inviting you to help us create something beautiful, powerful and 
to send a strong message... together!

● We will soon launch a crowdfunding campaign to cover some of 
the festival expenses that are pending. We would like to kindly 
ask you to promote it through your social media platforms and 
spread the word about it.

● Once you confirm participation, we need details about the 
number of band and team members, prefered departure/arrival 
dates (we will do our best to accommodate your needs!), 
technical requirements and anything else you think we should 
know. 

What we ask from you



THANK YOU
If you have any questions or would like to register interest, 

please use the contact details below:

lida@symbiosisfestival.com

mailto:lida.aslanidou@gmail.com
mailto:lida.aslanidou@gmail.com

